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forward, with hope and optimism, to 
the next 50 years of space exploration 
and America’s continued strong leader-
ship in space. 

I thank my friend Senator PETERS 
for his leadership on this legislation 
that we have just passed through the 
Senate. It is legislation that ensures 
that those artifacts, those footprints, 
made by those historic pioneers for hu-
manity will not be disturbed, will not 
be violated, will not be destroyed but, 
rather, that they will be preserved for 
future generations so that decades and 
centuries from now those shrines to 
the incredible imagination and the 
unstoppable potential of the human 
spirit will be preserved for all of his-
tory. 

This is a time of partisan division on 
many, many issues. Yet I am encour-
aged when it comes to space and Amer-
ica’s leadership in space that we con-
tinually see the bipartisan cooperation 
of Democrats and Republicans working 
hand in hand. 

I also commend NASA, in particular, 
for announcing the Artemis Project. 
Artemis, as you know, is the twin sis-
ter to Apollo in Greek mythology, and 
Artemis will be the next journey to the 
Moon that the United States will be 
undertaking. 

I am particularly grateful that the 
Administrator of NASA has committed 
that when we, once again, land on the 
surface of the Moon in the coming 
years, among those astronauts to land 
on the Moon will be the first woman 
ever to set foot on the surface of the 
Moon. As the father of two young 
daughters, after 50 years, I say it is 
about time that we land a woman on 
the Moon. I am particularly proud that 
it will be an American astronaut whose 
boots will return to the Moon and that 
we will continue to make history to-
gether. 

This is a moment to celebrate Amer-
ican leadership, but this is a moment, 
even more fundamentally, to celebrate 
what mankind can do—the frontier 
spirit of discovery and exploration. It 
is a spirit that should unite us all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the rollcall 
vote scheduled for 1:45 p.m. start at 
this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Tapia nomina-
tion? 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO), the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator 
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), and 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. 
WARREN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 66, 
nays 26, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 218 Ex.] 

YEAS—66 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—26 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Casey 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Klobuchar 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Smith 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—8 

Booker 
Cortez Masto 
Harris 

Isakson 
Moran 
Sanders 

Stabenow 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that it be in 
order to move to proceed to nomina-
tions reported out of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 374. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Mark T. Esper, 
of Virginia, to be Secretary of Defense. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Mark T. Esper, of Virginia, to be 
Secretary of Defense. 

James M. Inhofe, John Hoeven, Mike 
Rounds, Joni Ernst, Kevin Cramer, Ben 
Sasse, Pat Roberts, John Boozman, 
Mike Crapo, Steve Daines, John Cor-
nyn, James E. Risch, Roger F. Wicker, 
Richard Burr, Thom Tillis, Roy Blunt, 
Mitch McConnell. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 371. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Stephen M. 
Dickson, of Georgia, to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for the term of five years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
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July 18, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S4936
On page S4936, July 18, 2019, third column, the following appears:      The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theclerk will report the nomination.     The senior assistant legislative clerkread the nomination of Mark T. Esper,of Virginia, to be Secretary of Defense.       CLOTURE MOTION     The PRESIDING OFFICER. Mr.President, I send a cloture motion tothe desk.     The PRESIDING OFFICER. The cloturemotion having been presented under rule XXII, the Chair directs theclerk to read the motion.     The senior assistant legislative clerkread as follows:                          The online Record has been corrected to read:     The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theclerk will report the nomination.     The senior assistant legislative clerkread the nomination of Mark T. Esper,of Virginia, to be Secretary of Defense.       CLOTURE MOTION     Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I send a cloture motion to the desk.     The PRESIDING OFFICER. The cloturemotion having been presented under rule XXII, the Chair directs theclerk to read the motion.     The senior assistant legislative clerkread as follows:  
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